Course Title:

Writing Fellows Program – A Senior Core Elective

Course Description:

All writing is a work in progress, and so are we as individuals. Students who are interested in becoming more effective writers, communicators, and leaders will benefit from this highly selective program, which will meet as a regularly scheduled class. Those accepted into the program will learn how to respond to the writing of peers, to create clear writing prompts, to understand the role of assessment, and to work with faculty across disciplines. Writing Fellows will have the opportunity to work with students and faculty in classrooms giving workshops as well as one-to-one conferences, gaining valuable leadership and teaching skills. Writing Fellows are not editors; they do not rewrite papers or correct all grammar and mechanical problems. They may comment on those issues; however, their primary focus is on global issues, assignment criteria, organization, development, and thesis. They can never grade papers or take the place of the teacher in responding to writing, but they can offer students suggestions based on the teacher’s goals for the writing assignment. They are also available on a limited basis to lead in-class writing workshops. Writing Fellows allow faculty to emphasize good writing and provide support for students to become better writers without significant investment of faculty time. Faculty also gain from getting a student perspective on writing assignments and evaluation criteria. This program models similar ones at top colleges and universities. Becoming a Writing Fellow is an honor that students may also list on college applications.

Required Texts:


A Writer’s Reference with Help for Writing in the Disciplines, 6th ed. – ISBN - 978-0312471675

The Bedford Guide for Writing Tutors – no charge


Writing Fellows Programs – online at no charge

Academic Goals:

1. To enable students to focus on the qualities of good writing throughout the writing process

2. To improve the quality of the writing and thinking of both Writing Fellows and their peers by applying the knowledge they have gained working with others.

3. To improve students’ reading and listening skills as well as their writing and thinking skills through the use of a variety of primary and secondary sources

4. To enable students to gain experience in leadership roles working with peers and faculty in a responsible position.

5. To assist students in developing effective communication skills to interact with both peers and faculty

6. To train students in effective response to writing and revision strategies for individual conferences and class workshops.

7. To challenge students in developing effective writing in different genres across disciplines for a variety of purposes and audiences.

8. To understand their roles as Writing Fellows to assist faculty in designing, implementing, and assessing the writing of their students.

9. To encourage students to think independently, question ideas, and develop critical thinking strategies that they may apply to their own learning as well as the learning of others.
Instructional Methods:

1. Students will be able to: 

a. Develop writing strategies they can share with others and apply to their own writing.

b. Generate and challenge new ideas.

c. Better communicate ideas in both oral and written form.

d. Facilitate writing workshops within classes across disciplines.

e. Practice good listening and reading skills in individual writing conferences.

f. Develop the ability to identify and apply writing pedagogy through interaction with peers and faculty.

g. Participate in writing and learning communities.

h. Connect, relate and integrate ideas from a variety of disciplines.

i. Conduct necessary research in preparation for a well-developed presentation of ideas

j. Use technology appropriately to research and communicate ideas.

k. Develop their own creativity in a variety of possible forums.

l. Value risk taking in professional situations

m. Accept responsibility for their roles as Writing Fellows.

2. Through a series of training sessions, student will participate in “problem-based learning” scenarios to explore, analyze, and evaluate possible experiences and responsibilities they will encounter working with peers and faculty as Writing Fellows.

3. Students will apply interview techniques to use in their work with faculty in a particular course to focus on the purpose of the writing.

4. Writing Fellows will be supervised by the writing center director while they are working with a teacher in a particular course. Supervision will include observation of their work.

5. Students will write in a variety of genres including but not limited to “freewrites,” journal entries, online forums, writing lessons, and articles for publication.

6. Students will be engaged in researching their particular areas of interest in the field of writing.

7. Students will develop critiquing skills and learn how to be receptive to constructive criticism of others.

8. Students will participate in challenging, new learning situations.

9. Students will have the opportunity to work individually, in small groups or with whole classes.

10. Students will collaborate with the writing center director, faculty and other Writing Fellows on various activities.

Evaluation:

· Regular online and live discussion forums – Students will discuss specific issues of their roles as Writing Fellows to develop more experience and better analysis of topics through intellectual discussion. Students will be evaluated on their active participation and application of writing center pedagogy.

· Double-entry journals – Students will keep a double-entry journal of their work with individual students, classes and teachers as part of their portfolios. These entries should demonstrate critical thinking in the form of questions on one side based on descriptive entries on the other side.

· Formative assessment – Students will be given questions periodically to evaluate their current work. They will receive written feedback of their strengths and suggestions for improvement. They will also evaluate the writing center director’s role in the course. Teachers who have Writing Fellows will be given periodic evaluation forms to complete, also. The writing center director will observe the Writing Fellows while they are working with a faculty member.

· Portfolios – Students will publish a portfolio of their work at the end of each semester. This publication may take the form of a collection of all their journal entries and a self-reflection or it may become an article written for publication. It must reflect what they have learned during the semester.

· Summative evaluation – At the end of the semester or their work with a particular teacher, Writing Fellows will be evaluated by the teacher, the writing center director, and themselves.

The McCallie School
Writing Fellow Application, 2010-2011
Name____________________________________________

Email Address






Phone Number _______________

Home Address________________________________________________________________

Graduation year ____________________________

Please attach the following:

II. Two Letters of Recommendation

1.   An academic recommendation from a teacher who knows your writing ability.

2. A character recommendation from a coach, dorm head, advisor, teacher or someone else who can assess your work ethic, interpersonal skills, and motivation.

Note: Letters may be emailed to pchilder@mccallie.org, faxed to Dr. Childers at 423-493-5656 or attached to this application.

III. Writing Sample


Please attach a sample of your academic writing (no more than 10 pages total). Put a cover sheet on the sample telling why you have chosen this sample and what it demonstrates about your writing ability.

IV.  Explanatory Paragraph


In one paragraph explain why you are interested in becoming a Writing Fellow at McCallie.

V. Interview


Schedule an interview with Dr. Childers.

Please return application to Dr. Childers. If accepted into the program, you, your advisor and Dean Snodgrass will be notified for scheduling.

Dear Colleagues,

We will be offering a new Writing Fellows program next school year. Seniors and second semester juniors may qualify for this program. Students selected as Writing Fellows will have the opportunity to learn strategies for the writing process from pre-writing through revision and final editing. They will also have a chance to work with teachers who want a Writing Fellow to work with them on a writing assignment for their classes. These students will not be teaching class, writing papers or grading them; however, they will be working one-to-one with students and, when needed, leading writing workshops in classes across disciplines. 

If you know a student who may potentially be a good teacher of writing and has great potential to develop some leadership skills, please send me his name. 

Attached is the Writing Fellow Application, which we hope you will share with any potential students for the program.

I appreciate your assistance in this exciting, new venture. 

Sincerely,

Pam 

Pamela B. Childers, Ed.D.

Caldwell Chair of Composition

